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The Union Bank, Mackay, 1880s. Donated by the 
A.N.Z. Bank Archives. 
LIBRARY NEWS 
John Oxley Library and Photographs 
The number of photographic enquiries was not large during the month 
of March owing to the suspension of the copying service. Among the requests 
for photographic reproduction were : 
- Burenda Station 
- The ships Miner, Fortitude, May and Artemisia 
- North Queensland pioneers with particular 
emphasis on those from Charters Towers 
- Early mining operations in Howard 
- The early history of Thargomindah. 
Photographic Acquisitions (March, 1980) 
. a photograph of Thomas Dowse (ca. 1868) copied and given to the 
Library by Mr. and Mrs. Mulholland, Gympie. 
. a color matt print of the watercolor of Gowrie Station in the 1860s 
was purchased from the National Library. 
. copies of ten photographs of the Meringandan and Oakey districts 
in the 1930s and one photo of the Brisbane General Strike of 1912 
received from Mr. R.P.J. Good, Banyo. 
. eleven photographs of the Ilfracombe district 1865-1914 copied 
from originals lent by the Ilfracombe Shire Council. 
. thirty-nine photographs copied from an album of views of Mt. Garnet 
in the 1890s and two photographs of the departure of the South 
African contingent were also accessioned. These were kindly lent by 
Mrs. J. Hodgson, Indooroopilly. 
. seventeen photographs of the Bell family of Camboon and Coochin 
Coochin (1921-1940) copied from two albums lent by Mr. T. Bell, 
Coochin Coochin. 
. eight miscellaneous photographs of the Charters Towers district (ca. 
1886-1925) copied from originaislent by Mr. M. Power, Charters Towers. 
. ten photographs featuring three Queensland banks: Union Bank, 
Bank of Australasia and Queensland National Bank (ca. 1880-1938) 
donated to the library by the ANZ Bank Archives, per Mr. Yates, ANZ 
centre, Brisbane. 
. fourteen photographs of early Brisbane, and the Gair and Cooper 
Ministries copied from prints lent by the Premier's Department. 
. thirteen photographs of Gladstone's wharf, streets and buildings 
including three which feature an aspect of the 1925 Rail strike in 
Gladstone copied from originals lent by Dr. V. Vallis, Indooroopilly. 
5. 
Processing Black and White Prints for Permanence 
Some new literature has shown that modern technology has introduced new 
problems for the user and collector of contemporary photographs. One 
particularly new controversy concerns the use of resin-coated paper. 
Resin-coated papers were introduced only a short while ago by a West 
German firm. Both sides of the paper base are coated with a thin sheet of 
polyethylene film and the emulsion is applied to the outside surface of the 
moisture-resistant coating. 
The clearest advantage of resin-coated paper is its speedy processing 
time of 4-8 minutes as compared with 35 minutes (plus drying time) for regular 
photographic paper. 
Two criticisms of resin-coated paper have arisen. One is that it is 
more susceptible to damage from varying temperatures and humidity than is 
conventional paper. The second being that physical and chemical disintegration 
of the polyethylene coating may result in discolouration of the image and 
flaking and cracking of the surface. 
However, storage at high illumination levels and varying humidity are 
adverse conditions which promote deterioration in any paper base. In controlled 
storage and display conditions, resin-coated paper prints can be expected to 
have an equally long and useful life as regular paper. 
As conventional paper is sometimes poorly washed and dried, resin-coated 
paper offers fewer deterioration problems which normally follow processing. 
Furthermore, quality library prints on resin-coated papers are not processed by 
rapid processing machines where very little washing and fixing occurs. 
Unlike regular prints, resin-coated prints are stiffer, easier to handle, 
and the corners tend not to dog-ear as a result. 
One other real fact to keep in mind is that there is no longer a wide 
market for the purchase of photographic paper^, and that criticism of resin-
coated paper is far too premature owing to its short period of usage. 
Finally, archival institutions should concentrate on the registration of 
negatives as another safeguard against long-term instability of the image. 
Reference Department 
The boom in family history research is increasingly reflected in our 
intake of written reference enquiries, and in the questions asked by visitors 
to the Oxley Library. As far as possible we would encourage south-east 
Queensland residents to visit the library, rather than write with family history 
enquiries, as we are very busy answering enquiries from the farther reaches of 
the State. A visit to the library has the added advantage of allowing 
researchers to familiarize themselves with basic research sources such as 
shipping lists, Queensland Post Office Directories, and Pughs Almanacs. 
1. Weinstein, R.A. and Booth, L. Collection, Use, and Care of Historical 
Photographs (1977), p.196. 
s. 
Genealogy is not always rewarding - we know of many a researcher who has 
unearthed a long-forgotten family skeleton. It has even been suggested we 
destroy the evidence! We would therefore advise all budding family historians 
to be prepared for both the good and the bad. 
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Examples of research inquiries received during March included: 
1. Information on North Queensland's 'swagwoman', "Annie Bags". 
2. Information on deaths during the construction of the Chinchilla-
Miles railway line in 1878. 
3. Information on the salvage of goods from the wreck of the 
'Quetta' in 1890. 
4. History of Withywine station. 
5. Information on Sir William McGregor's visit to Rubyvale in 1911. 
6. Information on the aboriginal tribes in the Charters Towers district 
at the time of European settlement. 
Manuscripts Section 
The history of all forms of ships and shipping exercises a 
fascination for many people. Others who lack this general interest are 
nevertheless keen to discover the names of the ships on which their 
ancestors reached this country, and if possible some further information 
as to what the voyage may have been like. The John Oxley Library holds a 
good deal of material in this field. 
The largest amount of manuscript material is held in the Davies 
(OM65-23) and Bunce (OM74-65) collections. The Davies collection includes 
lists of shipping arrivals and departures for Moreton Bay and Brisbane, other 
Queensland ports and other Australian capital cities. The approximate 
period covered is 1845-1920, but they are usually only comprehensive for 
1845 to 1885. There are also annotated lists of shipwrecks in both 
Australian and other waters, dating roughly from 1807 to 1930, and a 
considerable amount of notes on individual ships, particularly immigrant 
ships and shipwrecks, as well as such subjects as Australian steamships, 
and ships engaged in the Pacific Islands labour trade. The collection 
?. 
also includes six cutting books. The Bunce collection consists pf lists, 
notes, notebooks, essays and cutting books relating to ships and shipping. 
The major part of the collection deals with Australian and New Zealand 
subjects. Including nineteenth century sailing ships, particularly the 
immigrant, ships; shipwrecks ani sbwi>ii!Lg,,4J,sast^ ]p§ fto» about 1830 J&o 
1969; Australian steamships and steamship companies, and the history of the 
Moreton Bay pilotage services. Each of these collections also Included 
a large number of photographs of ships, which have been transferred to the 
library's photographic collection with a noting as to their origin. 
Particulars of voyages undertaken in the course of the Pacific 
Islands labour trade will be foiind in the Hamilton (0M71-5), Mercer Smith 
(0M76-4), and Paesch (0M67-27) papers. Other ships logs held are those 
of the Durham, 1876^77 (OM67-24), Beaver 1914 and 1916-20 (OM72-104), 
Medway 1840 (OM72-42X, Mavis 1884-5 (0M66-18), Sea Nymph 1874 (0M66-21), 
and Mornington 1831 (0M65-35). Private diaries of voyages from England 
to Australia are also held. 
Besides the above which are held in hard copy there is a 
considerable amount of material on microfilm. Log books and journals 
for ships on voyages to the Pacific, Aust,ralia and New Zealand (Admiralty 
Series 51-55) covering naval vessels from 1698 to 1863 and medical journals 
kept by Surgeons-superintendent of convict ships (Admiralty Series 101) 
will be found in the Australian Joint Copying Project microfilm described 
in our previous issue. We also iioX^ reels 200-400 of the New Englpod 
Microfilming Project undertaken by the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau. These 
contain log-books and journals of American whalers, sealers, sandalwooders 
and traders who visited Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands 
particularly in the nineteenth century. They are accompanied by indexes 
of ships, of captains and the keepers of log books in cases where the log 
book was kept by someone other than the captain, and of places visited. 
We also hold shipping lists for all ships which brought immigrants to 
Moreton Bay prior to the Separation of Queensland from New South Wales. 
These holdings are supplemented by published mjiterial held in the 
General Reference section of the John Oxley Library and as Lloyds Register 
of shipping (issues held from 1834 to 1978), The Shipping Gazette and 
Sydney General Trading List (1850-52, 1854 and 1855), The Nautical Magazine 
(1832-1936), Dog Watch : journal of the Shiplovers Society of Victoria 
(1945 and 1947+), The Log : journal of the Nautical Association of 
Australia (1957+) and many monographs. 
As a sample of the kind of material held J will quote a passage 
from the diary kept by Sydney Mercer Smith's Government agent, during the 
1895 voyage of the Roderick Dhu, to recruit Pacific Island labourers apd 
to return to the homes some who had completed their contracts. 
"March 19th At daylight fair wind, ship sailing towards Bali, 
pulled in and landed a return near Bellago and joined the ship again 
at BoXi, where she had anchored. Djiring the afternoon landed I 
return and got a lot of native food. About 2h hours steady gain 
Bar 29-92 
March 20th At 6a.m. pulled in and landed I return, a native cJf 
San Christtjval who wishes to remain here. At 9 took our launch 
with us and pulled to Vura and landed I return, afterwards had a 
ramble over the hills then along the shore, quite a treat. 
Returned to ship at 5p,a. tired out. Fine weather. Skipper sick. 
Bar 29-94 
8. 
March 21st From 9a.m. till noon did a lot of boating, and got a 
quantity of native food. During the afternoon got I recruit. 
Showery weather all day. Bar. 30.00 
March 22nd Got 1 recruit this morning, a man trained at 
Norfolk Island for a teacher but "gone to the bad" since and all are 
pleased for him to clear out. Did a lot of pulling about inside the 
reef during the afternoon. Fine and clear all day. Bar 30.00 
March 23rd At 6a.m. hove anchor up and sailed out from Boll the 
ship beating to the southward all day and the boats visiting all 
the passages down as far as Gawley. At 8p.m. ship about 4 miles SE of 
East Island. Bar 30.00 
March 24th At daylight ship about 5 miles NE of East Island, all day 
trying to beat to the Northward, and at 8p.m. about 4 miles East of 
East Island. Fine and clear. Bar 30.02. 
March 25th During the night managed to get around the southern end 
of Florida, and at daylight took over for the Coast of Guadalcanal 
anchoring off Lango at 10.30a.m.; all day filling up with firewood 
and water. Fine and clear. Bar 30.02 
March 26th At 6a.m. hove anchor up and sailed about a mile along the 
coast to the Eastward, and anchored again at 8, Got 4 Recruits 
during the forenoon, and did a lot of pulling about for nothing the 
remainder of the day. Fine and clear SE wind Bar 30.02. 
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